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CERTIFIED — RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Honorable Sherry Cordova
Chairwoman

Cocopah Indian Tribe

14515 South Veterans Drive
Somerton, AZ 85350

Subject: Verification of 2014 Inadvertent Overrun Payback by the Cocopah Indian Tribe (Tribe)
Dear Chairwoman Cordova:

Effective January 1, 2004, the Inadvertent Overrun and Payback Policy (IOPP) established
requirements for payback of inadvertent overuse of Colorado River water by users in the Lower
Division States. In calendar year 2011, the Tribe incurred an overrun in the amount of

605 acre-feet (AF). In accordance with the IOPP, the Tribe submitted an IOPP Payback Plan
(Payback Plan) in which the Tribe outlined a fallowing program to pay back a minimum of

228 AF of the Tribe’s 2011 overrun in 2014. By letter dated September 21, 2013, the Bureau of
Reclamation approved the Tribe’s Payback Plan.

By letter dated February 23, 2015, the Tribe submitted a report (IOPP certification report)
certifying the extraordinary conservation measure implemented by the Tribe in 2014 and the
amount of Colorado River water conserved for purposes of meeting the Tribe’s 2014 payback
obligation. As outlined in the Tribe’s IOPP certification report, the Tribe fallowed 38 acres in
2014 and conserved 228 AF.

The IOPP requires that Reclamation monitor implementation of the extraordinary conservation
measures outlined in approved payback plans. Reclamation conducted quarterly independent
field verification inspections in 2014 and analyzed satellite imagery to verify the fallowing
implemented by the Tribe. The findings of Reclamation’s verification analysis are included in
the enclosed report, Cocopah Indian Tribe Inadvertent Overrun and Payback Policy 2014
Verification Report.

The Inadvertent Overrun and Payback Technical Committee (JOPTC) met on April 16, 2015, to
review the Tribe’s 2014 IOPP certification report and to make a recommendation regarding the

adequacy of the report in demonstrating the achieved payback amount. The IOPTC unanimously
recommended the Tribe be credited with 228 AF of payback for 2014.
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Taking into consideration the recommendations provided by the IOPTC members, Reclamation’s
independent verification, and other information, I verify and make the final determination that
the Tribe conserved 228 AF of Colorado River water during 2014 as documented in the Tribe’s
2014 IOPP certification report, and therefore credit the Tribe with this amount of payback for
2014. Applying the 228 AF of payback credit reduces the Tribe’s outstanding overrun balance to

149 AF.

If you have questions, please contact Mr. Paul Matuska, Water Accounting and Verification
Group Manager, at 702-293-8164 or pmatuska@usbr.gov.

Enclosure

cc: Ms. Tanya M. Trujillo
Executive Director
Colorado River Board of California
770 Fairmont Avenue, Suite 100
Glendale, CA 91203

Jayne Harkins, P.E.

Executive Director

Colorado River Commission of Nevada
555 E. Washington Avenue, Suite 3100
Las Vegas, NV 89101

Ms. Catherine Wilson

Supervisory Water Rights Specialist
Bureau of Indian Affairs

Western Regional Office

2600 North Central Avenue

4™ Floor Mailroom

Phoenix, AZ 85004

Mr. Wm. Michael Smith
General Counsel
Bowman & Smith, P.C.
113 W. Giss Parkway
Yuma, AZ 85364

Sincerely,

= ; s /
A V/ P
Ad S LAY 4

Terrance J. Fulpy,‘Ph.D.
Regional Director

Mr. Thomas Buschatzke

Director

Arizona Department of Water Resources
3550 North Central Avenue

Phoenix, AZ 85012

Mr. Paul Soto

Director of Planning
Cocopah Indian Tribe
14515 S. Veterans Drive
Somerton, AZ 85350

Ms. Irene Herder
Superintendent

Fort Yuma Agency
Bureau of Indian Affairs
256 S. 2" Avenue, Suite D
Yuma, AZ 85364

Mr. John Entsminger
General Manager
Southern Nevada Water Authority
1001 South Valley View Boulevard
Las Vegas, NV 89153

(w/o encl to each)



